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What is FIRST?

· A financial accountability system for Texas school districts 
developed by TEA in response to Senate Bill 875 of the 76th Texas 
Legislature in 1999.

· Primary goal of FIRST is to achieve quality performance in the 
management of school districtsõ financial resources.

· The Schools FIRST accountability rating system assigns one of four 
financial accountability ratings to Texas school districts.

ƁSuperior Achievement

ƁAbove-Standard Achievement

ƁStandard Achievement

ƁSubstandard Achievement



The Raymondville  
Independent 

School District 

earned a

ñSuperior Achievement ò 

rating.



New FIRST Requirements

· Title 19 Texas Administrative code Chapter 109, Budgeting, 
Accounting, and Auditing Subchapter AA require the following:

ƁPrepare and distribute an annual financial management report 

ƁDisclose the current Superintendentõs Contract

ƁA summary schedule of total reimbursements received by the 
superintendent and each board member

ƁA summary schedule for the fiscal year of the dollar amount of 
outside compensation and/or fees received by the 
superintendent

ƁA summary schedule of the total dollar amount of gifts received 
by executive officers and board members

ƁA summary schedule of total dollar amount of business 
transactions between board members and the school district 



�„ Indicator #1 -Was the total fund balance less 
reserved fund balance greater than zero in the 
general fund?

�„ Indicator #2 ïWas the Total Unrestricted Net 
Asset Balance (Net of Accretion of Interest on 
Capital Appreciation Bonds) In the Governmental 
Activities Column in the Statement of Net Assets 
Greater than Zero? (If the Districtôs 5 Year % 
Change in Students was 10% more)

�„ Indicator #3 -Were there NO disclosures in the 
Annual Report and/or other sources of 
information concerning default on bonded 
indebtedness obligations?

�„ Indicator #4 -Was the Annual Financial Report 
filed within one month after the January 28 th

deadline?

Indicators 2006-2007      2007 -2008

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

Yes               Yes


